
Lincolnshire, Englond moy soon be demolished to moke woy
for development.

Built in I 900 ond ot one time the lorgest ice foctory in the
world, The Grimsby lce Foctory is the only remoining bui lding
of its type in the UK. The derelict structure houses Britoin's lost
surviving somples of eorly 2Oth century refrigerotion equipmeni
including severol  J&E Hol l  four-cyl inder ommonro compressors
f rom ihe  l93Os.

The lce Foctory hos been listed by the English government
os o Grode l l  londmork, which ploces i t  wtthin the top 6%
of l isted bui ldings in Englond. Gi les Proctor,  o Histortc
Buildings Architecl for English Herttoge, on orgonizotion thot
is roughly equivolent to the U.S. Notlono/ Trust for Historic
Preservqtion, soys, "The reoson for the high groding of the lce
Foctory is thot the bui lding retoins i ts or iginol  mochinery l t  is
our view thot to seporote one from the other would severely
compromise the speciol interest of the whole. We ore therefore

Photo : htt p : / /,,^,^,^,^w. geog ro ph. o rg. u k/ photo / 3 90 I a B ; h oge Co py r r gh t
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n irreploceoble piece of our industr iol  refr igerot ion
history moy soon disoppeor. The former Grimsby lce
Compony foctory bui lding in Grimsby, North Eost

pushing for o new use for the bui lding which ol lows ot leost o
substonliql pod of the mochinery to remoin in sttu."

The ice foctory ployed on importont role in tne growrn
of the refrigerotion industry. Grimsby wos ot one time the
biggest fishing port in the world. To keep the fish cool, ships
from Grimsby horvested ice from the coost of Norwoy. rn
the eorly yeors of the 2Oth cenfury, the leoders of the fishing
industry ond the leoders of the noscent refrigerotion industry
reolized they could ochreve greoter economres of scole by
combining their  operot ions so ihot the f ishing f leets would hqve
o dependoble supply of ice to ensure the freshness of the fish
from the moment they were cought to the point of sole.

Sometime ofter l9OO, Grimsby's Hogerup-Doughry lce
Foctory, Ltd. ond The GrimsbyJoint lce Foctory combined
with the fisheries to form the Consolidoted Steom Fishing ond
lce Co.,  Ltd. The compony took over the tosks of bul lding,
mointoining ond operoting the steom trowlers thot composed
Grimsby's f tshtng f leet.  l t  o lso provided omple suppl ies of
ice for the ships' holds ond cold storoge worehouses for the
cotch. The ovoi lobi l i ty of  f resh f ish wos no longer dependenl
on imported ice ond this eorly experiment in verticol integroiion
proved o model for the food processing industry.
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